i62            THREE YEARS IN MANIPUR

about ten days after we returned to Manipur
from Tummu, but Mr. Simpson came almost
at once. I had known him well in Shillong,
and we had always been great friends. He
was very clever, and a wonderful musician,
and nothing pleased him better than to be
, allowed to play the piano for hours, whatever
he liked, without interruption. My husband
and he soon became good friends. Their
tastes were congenial, and Mr. Simpson was
always delighted to shoot with him, and he
got on very well with the princes, especially
the Jubraj, who liked looking at his guns-
and talking military * shop' with him. Several
shooting-parties were organized by the prince,
and the Shikaris always returned with good
bags.

Mr. Melville stayed only three days with
us, but he promised to return for another two
on his way back from Tummu, where he
was going to inspect his office. On Sunday,
February 21 (the day Mr. Simpson arrived),
in the evening we were surprised by getting